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Overview 

• Comprehensive plan includes metrics to assess the 
Board’s progress towards meeting objectives and the 
state of public PK-12 education in Virginia. 

• Metrics are reported each fall in the Board’s annual 
report. 

• The report includes qualitative and quantitative 
indicators of student and school outcomes. 

• In 2011, the Board’s report included a dashboard of 
key quantitative indicators of student progress. 
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2011 

Dashboard 

From BOE 

Annual 

Report, 

page 9: 
http://www.do

e.virginia.gov/

boe/reports/an

nual_reports/2

011.pdf.    
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NOTE:  VDOE’s data are dynamic.  Some data have been updated since the November 2011 publication shown here. 

- 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/reports/annual_reports/2011.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/reports/annual_reports/2011.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/reports/annual_reports/2011.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/reports/annual_reports/2011.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/reports/annual_reports/2011.pdf


Today’s Highlights  

• High school graduation rates 

• Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
credentialing 

• Postsecondary enrollment 
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High School Graduation Rates 

• Virginia has had two primary methods of calculating 
longitudinal high school graduation rates: 
▫ Virginia On-Time Graduation Rate, defined by the Board of 

Education. 

▫ Federal Graduation Indicator, defined by federal regulation. 

• Both rates show an increase in the percentage of students 
graduating from high school on time. 
▫ Graduation rates have increased for all student subgroups 

currently included in federal accountability.   
▫ Larger increases are demonstrated with the federal graduation 

indicator. 

• Giving students more time to graduate from high school has a 
substantial impact on graduation rates. 
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Virginia’s On-Time Graduation Rate 

(OTGR) 
• Recognizes all Board of Education-approved Diplomas.  

• Includes adjustments for students who, under federal and 
state law, may take longer than four years to earn a diploma.  

• Students with disabilities and English language learners who 
graduate in more than four years are considered “on-time” 
using the formula agreed upon under the National Governors 
Association compact and adopted by the Board in November 
2006. 

• OTGR cohort is used as the basis for Virginia’s Graduation 
and Completion Index, an accountability measure for 
Virginia’s high schools. 
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Virginia On-Time Graduation Rate, 2008-

2011 
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Federal Graduation Indicator 

• Used in federal accountability determinations as 
of fall 2010. 

• Relies on a formula prescribed in federal 
regulations. 

• Recognizes Standard and Advanced Studies* 
diplomas only. 

• Does not permit adjustments for students who, 
under federal and state law, may take more than 
four years to graduate. 

8 

*Includes International Baccalaureate diplomas. 



Federal Graduation Indicator 
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See Better Late Than Never for research into long-term benefits of giving students more time to earn diplomas:  
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Staffingstudents/Better-late-than-never-At-a-glance/Better-Late-than-Never-Examining-

late-high-school-graduates-.html.   

Giving students more time increases 

high school graduation rates. 

*Students who graduated in four years earned diplomas in 2008-2009. 
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On-Time Graduation Rates for Students 

with Disabilities 
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2011 On-Time Graduation Rate Cohort 



2011 On-Time Graduation Rate Cohort 

(continued) 



2011 On-Time Graduation Rate Cohort 

(continued) 



Career and Technical Education  

Credentialing in Virginia’s High Schools 
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CTE credentialing in Virginia 

• Students in Virginia may earn externally validated CTE 
credentials while in high school. 

▫ National Occupational Competency Testing Institute assessments 

▫ State license 

▫ Industry certification 

▫ Workplace Readiness Skills assessment 

• Starting with ninth-grade students in 2013, students 
earning a Standard diploma will be required to earn one 
Board-approved CTE credential.** 

• More students earn these credentials each year. 
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**In accordance with 2012 legislation, the Board shall make provision in its regulations for students with 
disabilities to earn a Standard diploma.  



More students are earning externally 

validated CTE credentials each year. 
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Advanced 
diploma 
earners 

Standard 
diploma 
earners 

Other diplomas 
and credentials* 

*Other diplomas and credentials include the Modified Standard, Special, and General Achievement Diplomas, GED, and 
Certificates of Program Completion. 



A Closer Look at Students Earning 

Standard Diplomas 

18 

Fewer than one-quarter of students in the 2011 On-Time graduation cohort who 
earned a Standard diploma also earned externally validated CTE credentials. 



Postsecondary enrollment 
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Virginia’s college enrollment rate, estimated based on enrollment data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse.  
Includes public high school students who graduated with Standard or Advanced Studies diplomas in four years. 
National rate estimated from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.  Includes high school students from public and private schools. 
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*Includes International Baccalaureate diplomas. 
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*CTE Completers have met the requirements for a Career and Technical concentration or specialization and 
all requirements for high school graduation or an approved alternative education program. Not all CTE 
completers earn externally validated CTE credentials. 
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